MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
Sample Letter to Speaker with Possible Conflict of Interest
<date>
Dear <name of speaker>:
We are pleased that you have agreed to serve as a speaker at our upcoming CME activity, <title of activity>, to be held <date> at <location>.  On the basis of the information you have provided, we have determined that you have a relevant financial relationship with <name of commercial interest> as <role of relationship, e.g. speakers bureau>. As an accredited CME provider, <name of accredited provider> must ensure that the content of our CME activities is completely free of commercial bias. 

To that end, <name of accredited provider> has the following expectations for the content of your presentation:

Content of CME.

1. All the recommendations involving clinical medicine in this activity must be based on evidence that is accepted within the profession of medicine as adequate justification for their indications and contraindications in the care of patients.

2. All scientific research referred to, reported or used in this activity in support or justification of a patient care recommendation must conform to the generally accepted standards of experimental design, data collection and analysis.

3. CME must give a balanced view of therapeutic options. Use of generic names will contribute to this impartiality. If your CME educational content includes trade names, trade names from several companies should be used where available, not just the names from a single company.

4. The content or format of CME activities and related materials will promote improvements or quality in healthcare and not a specific proprietary business interest of a commercial interest.

It is the accredited CME provider’s responsibility to resolve any potential conflicts of interest before the activity occurs. This requirement goes beyond just disclosing information from speaker/planner disclosure forms to learners. 
The following are mechanism which may be used to resolve Conflict of Interest 

· Persons in a position to influence or control CME content (i.e., activity coordinator, activity planning committee members, faculty, authors, etc) are required to complete a Relevant Financial Relationship Disclosure Form to determine potential or actual conflicts of interests 

· Failure to complete a disclosure statement will disqualify a faculty member from participating in the activity 

· Actions taken to resolve COIs are to be documented on the standard disclosure statement and may include actions such as (but not limited to):

· Having an unbiased entity, like the CME Committee peer-review the content, CV and disclosure form.
· Limit your presentation to areas that are irrelevant to the financial relationship
· Choose another party who does not have a relationship to the commercial interests related to the content to resolve the conflict of interest.
· If there is a conflict of interest related to content, change the focus of the activity so that the content is not about products or services of the commercial interest which are the basis of the conflict.
· If you have been the principal investigator on a project funded by a commercial interest, choose to limit the presentation to the data and results of the research. Someone else could be assigned to address the broader implications and recommendations for clinical care.
· Limit or specify the sources for recommendations the teacher or author can use.  Rather than having a person with a conflict present personal recommendations or select the evidence to be presented, limit the person to reporting recommendations based on formal structured reviews of the literature with the inclusion and exclusion criteria stated (‘Evidence-based education’).
· If after resolving the conflict, a monitor concludes that bias was still present, you may be excluded from taking part in future CME activities.
Educational materials.

Educational materials that are a part of this activity, such as slides, abstracts, and handouts, cannot contain any advertising, trade names, or product-group messages.

Measurements of effectiveness.

We will disclose the nature of your relationship with <name of commercial interest> to learners in this activity. We will also ask learners to evaluate the extent to which objectives have been met with this presentation.

Again, thank you for agreeing to work with us to offer quality, objective continuing education to our physicians. Please attest below that you are willing to abide by the guidelines as stated above. Fax or mail this letter to me at <fax number and/or address>.

Sincerely,

Signature: __________________________________________________________ Date: _______________
MSSNY offers this sample as a template for providers to use as a mechanism for resolving conflicts of interest. This form is not required and will not guarantee a MSSNY finding of “compliance” for the Standards for Commercial Support .







43
U:\CME\Manuals\MSSNY Policy Manual\Accrediting Activities\29. Financial Letter for CoI 2007.doc
PAGE  
5
U:\CME\Manuals\MSSNY Policy Manual\Accrediting Activities\29. Financial Letter for CoI 2012.doc

